
2022 HIGHLIGHTS: Progress on all fronts. 
 
As RRI’s lead programs moved ahead in 2022, we also focused on our own foundational priorities like finalizing our 
multi-year strategic plan, building our board of directors and reaching out to expand our community of partners, 
supporters and volunteers. 
 
We are thrilled that Elizabeth Baker has accepted our invitation to become Chairman of the RRI Board of Directors. 
Since 2007, she has been an indispensable member of the RRI team, serving in many roles from staff vice president 
to strategy consultant. We’re already benefiting from her invaluable guidance, creative thinking and sense of humor. 
 
FISH IN THE FIELDS (FIF): From California expansion to national program to the world stage 
California expansion: Mapping FIF’s growth across the Sacramento Valley 
To expand FIF efficiently and with the most likelihood of rice farmer adoption, RRI and public interest mapping 
technology firm Greeninfo Network are developing a multi-layer interactive map that visualizes salient information 
for the Sacramento Valley rice growing district. For policy makers and rice farmers alike, the map will, for the first 
time, illustrate which rice farm locations are ideal for the winter flooding that supports FIF’s sustainable second crop 
and promotes regional biodiversity. The completed mapping tool will also serve as a prototype that can be adapted to 
a Southeastern U.S. expansion strategy.  
 
Sacramento blackfish: Building an even more sustainable FIF model.  
We have long had a goal of incorporating native California fish – particularly California blackfish – into the FIF 
protocol for California. With similar biological characteristics as the nonnative golden shiner minnows, blackfish 
could ultimately be sourced locally and reduce the project’s carbon footprint. Equally important, our work could help 
restore the now depleted species to its former abundance and once thriving commercial market. In 2022, we finally 
located a large enough supply of blackfish for a FIF study. This month we joined with UC Davis and UC Santa Cruz 
scientists and our rice farm partner, Charley Matthews Jr., to launch the first growth study for juvenile Sacramento 
Blackfish in Sacramento Valley winter-flooded rice fields. 
 
Arkansas launch: The largest and most ambitious project of its kind ever undertaken in the United States.   
In October, RRI and its Arkansas partners launched a 3-year, 140-acre controlled study to raise millions of golden 
shiner minnows in fallow, winter-flooded rice fields in the largest rice-producing state in the nation. FIF introduced 
7,000 pounds – roughly two million – of juvenile golden shiners to study how alternating rice agriculture and 
aquaculture on the same farmland can build resilience in both crops. Expanding on a decade of research in 
California’s rice growing region, the nature-based protocol is already showing great promise for reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with rice growing, supporting biodiversity and wildlife corridors, improving nutrient cycling 
and soil health, and providing a second revenue stream for rice growers and rural communities. To assess FIF’s 
adaptability to Southeastern climate and growing conditions, the RRI team is collaborating with Arkansas’s leading 
rice growers, fish farmers, University of Arkansas scientists, USDA conservationists and rice specialists. 
 
Engagement with UN Conference and California 30x30 program. 
The UN Convention on Biodiversity (COP-15) is the latest meeting where the nations of the world set goals to halt 
and reverse nature loss by 2030. RRI, as a lead collaborator in the California Biodiversity Working Group, has been 
instrumental in organizing California grassroots environmental nonprofit organizations to identify innovative 
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California projects that could be showcased at COP-15 in Montreal this December. RRI will join non-profit leaders, 
elected officials from the California Legislature, and top officials at the California Natural Resources Agency to 
highlight California’s leadership in protecting 30 percent of lands and waters by 2030. RRI will be highlighting our 
flagship projects: 1)Restore Point Reyes Seashore as a case study of why nations must ensure they create robust and 
durable protections for national parklands and biodiversity hotspots; and 2)Fish in the Fields as a case study of 
leveraging nature-based climate solutions on working landscapes to fight climate change, restore native species, 
improve habitat connectivity, and create more resilient rural communities. 
 
RESTORE POINT REYES SEASHORE: Turning the battleship around.  
Restore Point Reyes Seashore (RPRS) is a model program designed to be replicated at National Parks across the 
country. It presents a prototype for restoring native habitat and ecosystems for the benefit of all.  
 
RRI and the Restore Point Reyes Seashore coalition we sponsor have succeeded in changing the narrative about Point 
Reyes among virtually all stakeholders – the public and the press, NPS and in-park ranchers, and local, state and 
federal officials. As a result, the entrenched status quo is shifting for the first time in decades: NPS policies are in flux, 
political leadership is questioning its longstanding pro-ranching assumptions, and ranchers are being held to account 
for egregious violations ignored in the past.  
 
In 2022, we turned up the pressure on the Park Service and other agencies charged with protecting Pt. Reyes’s 
wildlife, environment and public health: 
 
Litigation. To challenge the NPS’s management plan – unsupported by science or the public – the public interest law 
firm Advocates for the West filed a second round of litigation on behalf of RRI and a coalition of conservation 
groups. The suit cites repeated violations of multiple federal laws—the Point Reyes Act, the Organic Act of 1916, the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the Clean Water Act. A successful outcome could provide a 
blueprint for other grassroots organizations to combat commercial resource extraction in National Parks across the 
West.  
 
Engagement with relevant agencies. RRI regularly informed the California Coastal Commission, San Francisco 
Regional Water Quality Board, US Fish and Wildlife Services, National Marine Fisheries, National Park Service and 
Department of Interior about water pollution at the Park, resulting in stricter water quality monitoring and 
accountability related to ranching operations.  
 
Citizen Activism. We received invaluable information from people on the ground who documented rancher lease 
violations and abuses. Many of these findings led to prominent news stories, and the publicity forced the NPS and 
some ranchers to address flagrant offenses they were used to getting away with in the past. Findings included illegal 
sewage dumping in ponds and pastures, faulty or no septics systems at ranch worker housing, and oil spills and 
garbage dumps. Activists also regularly checked on and drew public attention to Tule elk held captive behind fences 
that prevent them from accessing water and grazing opportunities, which led to hundreds of elk deaths in recent 
years. These activists turned to us with their discoveries, and we,, in turn, communicated the stories to our network of 
media contacts and supporters.  
 
Building Public Support. Our ongoing public outreach campaign continued to yield broad and committed 
engagement from the public, in Marin in particular, but also across California and among national park advocates 
nationwide. Our most effective communications – op-eds, letters to editors, press releases, email blasts, zoom talks 
and over a dozen film festival showings of the RRI-sponsored documentary, Tule Elk , the Killing of a Species – also 
led to dozens of news stories and tens of thousand of public comments to the Park Service and Coastal Commissions.  
 



Recognition: Theresa Harlan awarded Rose Foundation prize. Based on RRI’s submission, our Restore Point Reyes 
Seashore colleague Theresa Harlan was the sole recipient of the 2022 Anthony Grassroots Prize from the Rose 
Foundation. Theresa is Founder and Executive Director of the Alliance for Felix Cove, a nonprofit that fosters 
recognition of the overlooked 10,000 year-old culture and history of the Coast Miwok people at Point Reyes. The 
Rose Foundation also accepted our Tule Elk documentary for its 2022 Grassroots Film Fest. From the Fest program:  
“Made by Rose grantee Resources Renewal Institute, this film is a beautifully-shot expose of an in-progress extermination of a 
species in our neighboring Pt. Reyes National Seashore. It’s also the story of the attempts to exterminate centuries of 
indigenous culture and history with a few decades of good ol’ American “cattle culture.” This is an actionable issue that 
needs support now.” 
 
BUTTE CREEK WATER RIGHTS: The finish line is in sight. 
For 26 years, RRI worked to prove that securing water rights for wildlife could revolutionize water conservation and 
wildlife habitat protections. Modeled after the land trust concept he created at the Trust for Public Land, our founder 
Huey Johnson set out to build a parallel program that permanently protects water rights for nature. The first critical 
step was rewriting state water regulations to designate water left in-stream as a "beneficial use," making sure this new 
type of protection would be legally secure, ironclad and regularly monitored by a district Water Master. Many other 
steps followed, including the funding provided by the passage of Prop 68 for Enhancing Instream Flows and 
Watershed Restoration. Finally, the State of California, RRI and Friends of Butte Creek partnered in a first-of-its-
kind sale and proof of concept of RRI’s Butte Creek water rights.  
 
We are about to reach the end of this long and winding road, as we anticipate the state-authorized transfer of the 
Butte Creek water ownership from the RRI to Friends of Butte Creek. We envision the completed sale setting a 
precedent for the West and ushering in a new era of in-stream water conservation. 
 
FORCES OF NATURE: Environmental Elders Speak (FON)  
The RRI team continued to explore new ways to build on our longstanding video series of interviews with 
environmental pioneers. We knew it was time to add more diverse perspectives to our already rich mix of 
environmental lessons and wisdom. We are currently seeking grant opportunities to support the development of 
interviews with, among others, many of the remarkable people we have gotten to know through our Restore Point 
Reyes Seashore coalition. Our hope is that sharing a grant will have a multiplier effect–enhancing our FON oral 
history archive while supporting the goals of Point Reyes’ indigenous peoples and other underrepresented cultures. 
 
DEFENSE OF PLACE (DOP): Keeping the promise of perpetuity. 
In 1997, Huey Johnson successfully led the campaign to halt the development of Sonoma County’s 3,200-acre 
Pepperwood Preserve with a singular message: the Preserve’s original deed protected it in perpetuity, and the 
audacious breach of that contract represented a threat not only to Pepperwood but to deed- and statute-protected 
public lands everywhere. Thus, on the 25th anniversary of Huey’s visionary founding of Defense of Place, our 
program renewed its commitment to work with conservation activists as they battle entities that contemptuously 
flout public lands’ protective deeds and statutes. The past 25 years have brought hard-and long-fought victories – and 
losses – in high-stakes battles against wealthy developers and powerful government entities at every level. But no 
matter the daunting challenge, Huey’s honorable mission compels us to never back down when called upon to defend 
lands held in the public trust. 
 
GENERATION: OUR CLIMATE, Daniel Heagerty, Director https://generationourclimate.org 
Generation: Our Climate empowers middle and high school students who are deeply concerned about the Climate 
Crisis to advocate for changes to policies that impact their future. Peer-based coaching helps students prepare and 
deliver effective presentations to local and regional decision-makers. To date, students have testified before city 
councils, the Marin County Board of Supervisors and the Bay Area Air Quality Management District to push for 



stronger greenhouse gas emissions control and were instrumental in moving four government agencies into 100% 
renewable energy for their respective facilities. In light of the recent death of our colleague, Daniel Heagerty, the 
leadership of this program is in transition. 
 
RRI sponsorship of deserving programs 
 
RRI continued its tradition of providing fiscal sponsorship and mentorship to a handful of deserving projects that 
share our values and are led by dedicated individuals:  
 
GRANITE CHIEF WILDERNESS PROTECTION LEAGUE (GCWPL), Patricia Schifferle, Director (A 
longtime GCWPL Advisory Board member, Patricia assumed Daniel Heagerty’s directorship role after his death.) 
https://protectgranitechief.wordpress.com  
GCWPL leads a coalition of prominent environmental organizations defending a pristine, federally-protected Lake 
Tahoe wilderness area from private development. GCWPL filed suit to halt the gondola project and secured a 
settlement agreement in Fall 2020 with Palisades Tahoe. The agreement conserves habitat for the Sierra Nevada 
yellow legged frog and provides funding for its monitoring and research to bolster populations. It also provides 
funding for conserving lands within the Congressionally mapped boundaries of the Granite Chief Wilderness Area 
and places operational limits on the gondola to mitigate impacts to the Wilderness Area. GCWPL continues to seek 
long term protections for the designated wilderness and guard against further encroachment of its boundaries.  
 
WASHOE MEADOWS COMMUNITY, South Lake Tahoe, Lynne Paulson, Director 
Washoe Meadows Community’s arduous 14-year campaign to thwart the state’s statute-breaking attempt to expand a 
golf course into Washoe Meadows State Park – a park promised protection “in perpetuity” in 1984  legislation – 
concluded successfully when the Courts ordered State Parks to vacate its environmentally ruinous and statute-
breaking plan. The risks to Washoe Meadows continue, however, so our Community must remain vigilant and 
engaged in oversight of the new project that State Parks will be proposing in 2023. As the Park heals from last year’s 
Caldor Fire, our commitments to this special place and its irreplaceable resources – and to the laws that were written 
to defend it –embody the Defense of Place ideals and perseverance taught to us by Huey Johnson. 
 
CALIFORNIANS FOR WESTERN WILDERNESS, Michael Painter, Coordinator, www.caluwild.org   
A citizens group founded to secure protection for the remaining wilderness areas and other public lands in the 
western U.S., “CalUWild” facilitates citizen involvement in administrative and legislative actions, creating a public 
constituency in California for wilderness across the West. CalUWild is celebrating the restoration of the Bears Ears 
and Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monuments in Utah. It also works to build support for America’s Red Rock 
Wilderness Act, designating areas in Utah as wilderness. In California, priorities include several wilderness bills and 
the Molok Luyuk addition to the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument as well as protection for the Bodie 
Hills and Conglomerate Mesa, both east of the Sierra. CalUWild is celebrating its 25th Anniversary in 2022. 
 
PUBLIC TRUST ALLIANCE (PTA), Michael Warburton, Director. 
PTA uses the legal framework provided by the Public Trust Doctrine to protect and defend our natural resources for 
future generations. The Alliance works with communities to assert their right to ecologically sustainable and socially 
just management of resources. 
 

Your help has made this year’s progress possible. Please continue to support  
our work and build upon Huey’s visionary leadership. Thank you. 


